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tow her out, and ground her if necessary in shoal water off
Tenedos or Rabbit Island. I suggested that a battleship should
stand by at the entrance to take her in tow, and that some
trawlers should come in and assist to keep her in the current.

I could well imagine the Admiral's feelings, but he was
apparently undismayed; his chief concern seemed to be that I
should get something to eat before I returned into the Straits.,
and that I should have definite written orders to cover me if
I decided to torpedo the Irresistible. I considered the latter
absurd, and told him so, saying I had nearly torpedoed her two
hours earlier, and the thought had not troubled me. He insisted,
however, saying that I had no idea what a fuss the Admiralty
would make about sinking one of his Majesty's ships ; anyhow,
the responsibility was his, and he meant to take it.

While his secretary was preparing my orders for his signature,
he sat beside me while I had a hurried meal and then gave me
my orders, which were as follows :

" Chief of Staff.   I request the following :

1.    Salve Ocean if possible.    Vengeance is to stand by
at the entrance and take Ocean in tow if she drifts out of
the Dardanelles.    Minesweepers should try and tow Ocean
and keep her in the current.

2.    Irresistible is to be destroyed if she goes ashore.   If
she looks like drifting ashore she is to be torpedoed or
blown up."

He explained that he did not wish vessels to be risked so
close to the forts, in the full glare of the searchlights, attempting
to salve the Irresistible. Meanwhile Hope had arranged for a
cutter from the Vengeance and the Canopus* steam pinnace, to
accompany me, and I left at once to return to the Wear, but
it was pitch dark and I could not find her. However, I ran
across die Jed and went on board her. I was very sorry to
miss my Wear, as I knew how disappointed Metcalfe and his
admirable crew would be, but time was passing and I had none
to waste. However, I found the Jed's captain (Mulock) and
his ship's company spoiling to acquire merit.

Mulock told me of his experiences during the day. The
Jed waited outside the Straits with the other destroyers of her
division until the Bouvet foundered, when they ran in to try